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withstand several days of persistent diarrhea. Early spring litters are more likely to be affected because they are kept inside and it is very difficult to provide an effective system of sanitation. If the spring is wet and cold, this trouble may be disastrous to the pig crop.
Pigs may begin to scour any time after they are born, from one day to four or five weeks. Pigs kept in dirty pens where the litter is permitted to become foul are most likely to be affected. Lack of sunshine and cold weather may help to reduce the natural resistance of the animals and make them more susceptible. Pigs seldom develop scours when they are farrowed in a clean alfalfa field and have the benefits of exercise in the sunshine. Most cases of pen scours are due to infection with almost any of the germs commonly associated with filth. The combination of filthy pens and too close confinement in dark, dreary and chilly buildings is ideal for an outbreak of this disease. When one observes the conditions under which many small pigs are obliged to struggle for existence, one marvels that many live.
If the disease appears when the pigs are only a day or two old, it is possible that the diet of the sow may have some bearing on the outbreak. Over-feeding or sudden changes in the feed of the sow might upset the digestion of the pigs and cause fatal scouring. When pigs scour it is an indication that there is an irritant in the bowels and nature is striving to get rid of it. The irritant may be germs of some kind or it may be diet that has upset digestive processes. Whatever the cause, it must be removed before the pigs are able to recover. If the owner waits too long before treating the pigs, many may die from exhaustion.
Symptoms
The symptoms are usually unmistakable. Diarrhea is the chief outward sign, the discharge usually being thin, watery, yellowish in color, and very foul-smelling. The